
AP US HISTORY – SUMMER ASSIGNMENT – 2019-2020 
 
Welcome to AP US HISTORY.  Students are expected to go beyond the normal textbook reading assignments and learn to 
explore primary source documents, novels, short stories, poetry and film as sources of information about the history of our 
country.  Your summer assignment will involve viewing movies that depict various time periods in American history.  As you 
watch these films, understand that the primary reason Hollywood makes movies is to entertain and to make money.  
Therefore Hollywood producers often take liberties and stretch the historical facts to make their movies sell.  Part of your 
job as you watch these movies will involve outside investigation to determine how much of the movie is factual and how 
much is fiction. 
 
Woodrow Wilson exclaimed in 1915 after viewing D.W. Griffith’s film, The Birth of A Nation, “It is like writing history with 
lightening!” Many of the films on this list have had a dramatic impact on the way our society remembers various events.  For 
example, The Patriot, will always stick out in my mind as the Colonist’s view of the Revolutionary War. Seeing this as a child, I 
thought this was the true story of the Patriots and the War.  As a history teacher, I understand the stereotypes and historical 
liberties the producers of this film took.  Yet I also see the historical significance this film can hold when teaching about the 
Revolutionary War. 
  
 Should you have any trouble finding these, please let me know.  You must watch the following films during the summer and 
complete the video analysis worksheets for each film.  GROUPS 1-7 ARE DUE THE FIRST DAY OF CLASS ON AUGUST 19, 
2019.  GROUPS 8- 14 ARE DUE THE FIRST DAY OF SECOND TERM ON JANUARY 6, 2020. These video analyses will count as a 
much as a major essay/test. You will be expected to be able to use the knowledge gained from these videos throughout the 
semester. The public library has purchased many of these movies.  Several are also available on the streaming sites, Hulu, 
Netflix and Amazon Prime.  Please note that substitutions for these movies are available with prior approval, however, any 
movie with an “R” rating will also require a parental permission slip along with the video analysis for credit.  I can set up 
several “movie days” throughout the summer to help out with the cost of renting these videos.  If you are interested in this 
please email me at seastman@fcapatriots.org and I will let you know the dates that I will be able to do this.   
 
 
Group 1 – Choose 1 

The New World - The story of the English exploration of Virginia, and of the changing world and loves of              
Pocahontas. 

 
 Last of the Mohicans -Three trappers protect a British Colonel's daughters in the midst of the French and 
Indian War.  
  
1776 - Writing of the Declaration of Independence. 
 
The Patriot- A story of the militia that helped defeat the British in the Revolutionary War (Rated R for violence) 

 
Group 2 – Must watch this one 
 

The Alamo – Texas Revolution – either version will be ok  
 
Group 3 – Choose 1 

The Conspirator – Lincoln’s assassination 
Lincoln – Covers the final 4 months of Lincoln’s life 
 

Group 4 – Choose 1  
Glory – Story of the 54th Colored Regiment form Massachusetts 
Gods and Generals – Story of Stonewall Jackson  

 
Group 5 – Must watch this one 
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Gone with the Wind – Civil War and Reconstruction from the viewpoint of the South 
 
 
 

Group 6 – Choose 1  
 

Wyatt Earp – Good and the bad times of one of the West’s most famous individuals 
 
Dances with Wolves – 1st environmental western – portrays Lakota people’s struggle 
 

Group 7 – Must watch both  
 

Rough Riders – Theodore Roosevelt and the Spanish American War 
 
Flyboys - The adventures of the Lafayette Escadrille, young Americans who volunteered for the French military 
before the U.S. entered World War I, and became the country's first fighter pilots. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Group 8 – Choose 1  
 
                Iron-Jawed Angels – women gaining the right to vote 

Inherit the Wind – 1920s controversy between science and religion  
The Great Gatsby – 1920s lifestyle as seen through the eyes of a rich man 
 

Group  9 – Choose 1  
 

Cinderella Man – story a man during Great Depression struggling to support family 
O Brother Where Art Thou – a story of 3 convicts during the Great Depression 
Grapes of Wrath – story of poor tenant farmers in Oklahoma during the Great Depression that are forced to move to  
California 

 
Group 10 – Choose 1 
 

Pearl Harbor – Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor World War II 
 
Red Tails – Tuskegee Airmen in World War II 
 
Casablanca – Classic World War II love story 
 
Come See the Paradise – story of Japanese family placed in internment camp in World War II 
 
Monument Men - Based on the true story of the greatest treasure hunt in history, the film is an action drama 
focusing on an unlikely World War II platoon, tasked by FDR with going into Germany to rescue artistic 
masterpieces from Nazi thieves and returning them to their rightful owners. 
 
**Please note there are many other acceptable movies on World War II.  If you would rather watch a different 
one, you must email me and I must approve it**   
 

Group 10 – Choose 2 
 

 Quiz Story – quiz show scandals of the 1950s 
    

October Sky – Aviation and space exploration -high school student in a coal town in West Virginia decides to make 
his own rockets. 



 
Good Night, and Good Luck - Broadcast journalist Edward R. Murrow looks to bring down Senator Joseph  McCarthy. 
 

               Forrest Gump –portrayal of one young man’s journey through the 1950s-1980s 
 
 
Other movies that would be ok to watch would be West Side Story, Grease, Pleasantville, Rebel Without a Cause,  
Saturday Night Fever. 

  
Group 11 – Choose 1 
 

All  the President’s Men – Story of the Watergate Scandal and the downfall of Nixon  
Frost/Nixon – Watergate Scandal as told by news reporter David Frost 
 
Post 
 

Group 12 – Choose 1 
 
Thirteen Days – Cold War drama of the Cuban Missile Crisis  
Dr. Strangelove – Cold War satire 
The Manchurian Candidate (1962 version only because the 2004 version is R rated) – Cold War drama 
 

The Miracle - A story of the 1980 Olympic Hockey Team 
 
 
Group 13 – Choose 2  
 
The Autobiography of Miss Jane Pittman – fictionalized account of one last living slaves – slavery – early Civil  
                  Rights Movement 

 
42 – Jackie Robinson story 

 
The Help – Set in Mississippi during the 1960s, Skeeter (Stone) is a southern society girl who returns from college 
determined to become a writer, but turns her friends’ lives -- and a Mississippi town -- upside down when she 
decides to interview the black women who have spent their lives taking care of prominent southern families. 
 
Ghosts of Mississippi - The widow of murdered civil rights leader Medgar Evers and a district attorney struggle to 
finally bring the murderer to justice. 
 
The Butler-Cecil Gaines serves eight presidents during his tenure as a butler at the White House, the civil rights 
movement, Vietnam, and other major events affect this man's life, family, and American society.  
 
Blood Done Sign My Name - drama based on the true story in which a black Vietnam-era veteran is allegedly murdered by a 
local ( Oxford, NC) white businessman who is later exonerated. The plot focuses on the role of a local high school teacher and 
the civil unrest that followed the acquittal 
 

 
Group 14  - Choose 1 
 
Selma- story of MLK and civil rights marches in Selma, Alabama to get Voting Rights Act  
 

Remember the Titans - In 1971 high school football was everything to the people of Alexandria. But 
when the local school board was forced to integrate an all black school with an all white school, 
the very foundation of football's great tradition was put to the test 

http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0615386/
http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0565191/


 

Hidden Figures - Three brilliant African-American women at NASA -- Katherine Johnson (Taraji P. 
Henson), Dorothy Vaughan (Octavia Spencer) and Mary Jackson (Janelle Monáe) -- serve as the 
brains behind one of the greatest operations in history: the launch of astronaut John Glenn (Glen 
Powell) into orbit, a stunning achievement that restored the nation's confidence, turned around 
the Space Race and galvanized the world. 

 
 
Group 15 – Choose 1 
 

W – Story of George W. Bush 
 
The Social Network – Story of founding of Facebook 
 
World Trade Center – 9/11 bombing 
 
Flight 93 - story of the heroic passengers that took back their plane in an effort to stop a 9-11 terrorist attack 
 
There are other recent movies that could be used for the Group 9 but they are R rated such as The Hurt Locker,  American 
Sniper, Zero Dark Thirty or 12 Strong.  You must have parent signatures giving you permission to use these. 
 
If you want to watch extra credit movies for the Vietnam War period you may do so. Again most of these are R rated and 
would require parental consent.   

 
 
 
If you have any questions or problems finding these movies, please contact me at home during the summer through email - 
stephjoy.eastman@gmail.com or seastman@fcapatriots.org .  Substitutions may be possible if you contact me for prior 
approval. 
 
 
Stephanie Eastman 
AP US HISTORY Teacher 
Freedom Christian Academy 
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